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“I live on a farm and I ride my bike a lot. I know how 

to fix a puncture and I’ve helped change the tyres.”  

Jay, a year 7 student got involved with the ‘Bikes for 

Refugees’ program run by SMG Pastoral Care Worker 

Kieran Smith.

“The main aim of this program has been to mentor 

students, particularly boys who need to come out of 

their shell and give them something to succeed at. The 

students are not only challenged, they discover more 

about themselves,” Kieran explained.

The students learn practical skills in bike maintenance 

and how to respond to the challenges associated with 

working on old bikes. They are also learning how to look 

beyond the bike repairs, and see the needs of others 

in the community, and how their input will positively 

impact other young people. 

Jay enjoyed his time in the program. “I loved working 

on the bikes. I learned that I could wait a really long 

time and learn patience to finish the bike when waiting 

for parts to come in. Giving this bike to a refugee really 

makes me happy, and someone else gets to enjoy 

riding a bike like I do. They will know that we care about 

them.” 

This new program won the 2017 Premier’s Community 

Service Schools Award. 

Your donations and continued support of SMG’s School 

Chaplaincy services make it possible for young people 

like Jay to learn, grow and reach their full potential.

The Program Building Bikes and Boys
MENTORING AND SUPPORTING INDIVIDUALS AND COMMUNITIES

above: Student Jay with Kieran Smith, Nairne Primary School Pastoral Care Worker



Recently I have been 

reminded that unexpected 

things can and do happen.  

I have just returned to work 

after six weeks recovering 

from an unforeseen major 

operation. My healing is 

going well, and I have been 

looking forward to coming back, but this 

experience highlighted that sometimes big 

and small things unexpectedly happen.

Most times we are prepared for the 

challenges we face, however when we are 

confronted suddenly and unexpectedly we 

can be shaken and become vulnerable. 

It’s at times like these that support is often 

needed, and why I am so passionate 

about the support we provide to children, 

young people, and families through our 

Chaplaincy and Wellbeing services to school 

communities. It is a privilege to journey with 

others when they are shaken, struggling, 

hurting or vulnerable.

Expecting the unexpected – we all 

experience this in our lives. With your 

partnership, we want to continue to provide 

welcome and unexpected help, support 

and pastoral care that turns something 

scary or negative, into an experience that is 

encouraging, uplifting and positive.
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Angela Jolly, Executive Director

FROM THE DIRECTOR’S DESK
EXPECT THE UNEXPECTED

Relationship, Comradery and Belonging
CHILDREN’S CHOIR LEARNING VALUABLE LIFE LESSONS

When SMG Pastoral Care Worker Rachel Titley started at Murray 

Bridge South Primary School last year, she was asked to take 

over the school choir “We now have a much heavier focus on 

relationship, comradery and belonging and the need for our 

kids to be captured in those spaces. The students taking part are 
learning how to be better team members and how to be leaders, 

taking turns to set up the room for practice, preparing for the 

session and conducting from the front with another leader.”

Krystal a year 6 student enjoys singing and performing in the choir 

“You get good opportunities to meet new people. I have made a 
couple of new friends that are not in my class, and I have learned 
that no one is going to judge you.”

A few weeks ago the choir performed at the Murray Bridge 

ANZAC day Memorial Service. Prior to the event students had the 

opportunity to hear stories from local veterans and ask questions, 

and find out if anyone from their families had served.  

They learned about the impact of war and became aware of 

the freedoms we experience as a result of the sacrifice of others.

Principal Stuart Kitto said “It is really important for kids to have a 

sense of community and the choir gives them a chance to be 

involved. The kids see themselves as part of something that is 
bigger than what they are, that they are wanted and valued, and 
able to contribute in a way that is accessible to them by singing 

in a larger group.”

Rachel explained that the choir is not just about singing and 

performing “these kids need spaces to belong, to be loved, to 
be encouraged and to be nurtured. Where they can share when 

there is a new baby in the family, when they lose a grandparent 

or pet, when they are moving house, or if they have a struggle 

with their sibling, parent or teacher. They need to have people 

invested in the journey that is their life. They know that I genuinely 

care about them, and that I am somebody they can come and 

speak to if they have any concerns, or if things are hard at school 

or home.”

Your gift to SMG School Chaplaincy services provides purpose, 

value and hope to children and young people across SA.

*STOP PRESS*
Great news! The Federal Government has 

announced it will extend current levels of 

funding for the National School Chaplaincy 

Program beyond 2018. It is my hope that 

this contribution, along with the continued 

gifts and support from you and many others 

across South Australia, will enable SMG to 

continue to offer Chaplaincy and Wellbeing 

services to children and young people 

across South Australia.
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News in briefHELPING BOYS JOURNEY INTO ADULTHOOD
NEW MENTAL HEALTH EARLY INTERVENTION PROGRAM SCHOOL SEMINARS

Did you know that suicide is now the number one cause of 

death for Australian men aged between 15-44? Thanks to the 

generosity of a Community Education Program Grant from 

Ansvar Insurance, Matt Crook, SMG Education Services Manager 

is developing a new workshop specifically targeted at boys aged 

12 to 17 called ‘Blueprint to Becoming a Man’. 

“It is our goal that this workshop will transform boys, how they feel 

about themselves, how they interact with and treat others, how 

they view, engage and treat girls and women, and how they 

interact with their community. This early intervention program 

will equip boys to better navigate their journey into manhood, 

providing alternative options when it is needed; and through 

being better equipped, we hope suicide rates will reduce.”

Warren Hutcheon, Ansvar Insurance CEO said “We are very 

proud of our Community Education Grant Program and inspired 

by the phenomenal work that this year’s seven recipients do 

to better the lives of Australia’s young people. Funding for non-

profit organisations becomes more and more of a challenge 

every year, and Ansvar looks forward to watching these amazing 

organisations make a positive impact in so many people’s lives.”

$18,000 is still needed to present the ‘Blueprint to Becoming a 
Man’ workshops throughout South Australia. Your gift will have a 

positive life changing impact on the boys and young men who 

participate in this new and unique program.

above: Nick Henley, Ansvar SA/NT State Manager and Matt Crook, SMG 
Education Services Manager

EASTER 2018
59 Easter Presentations

8,705 Students attended

“Very engaging, fresh and vibrant. The 

music, games and visuals were great!” 

- Christies Beach Primary School Staff

“Excellent performance was engaging, 

energetic and light hearted. Multi-Sensory, 

lovely child friendly language that 

assumed no prior knowledge” 

- Yankalilla Area School Staff

“It wasn’t just someone talking to the 

group. The cups, music and stories made 

it more interesting. It was inspiring and I felt 

like I could relate” 

- Oakbank Area School Student

TRANSIT ION //
PRIMARY SCHOOL 

The transition from primary school to high school is one that
 fills students with excitement, anticipation, anxiety, 

and for some, even terror. 

In this workshop we aim to build resilience, equipping  students 
for the next stage of their lives. Giving  them tools that will not 
only help them as they  transition into high school, but as they 

continue to navigate their way through life.

This workshop incorporates components of the Australian 
Curriculum, allowing for easy connections in the classroom.

(Codes: ACPPS070, ACPPS071, ACPPS072, ACPPS073) 

CONTENT: Values Based 
AGE GROUP: Year 6 & 7

RUNNING TIME: 60 OR 90 minutes

LOSER? 2.0 //
HIGH SCHOOL

We reframe the bullying conversation to a simple concept - one 
that changes the way we see and treat those around us.
This presentation focuses on cultivating a community of
students who are for each other; who practice empathy,
embrace diversity and create positive relationships
with others.

This workshop incorporates components of the Australian 
Curriculum, allowing for easy connections in the classroom.
(Codes: ACPPS074, ACHCK065)

CONTENT: Christian Option OR Values Based
RUNNING TIME: 60 OR 90 minutes
MAX. GROUP SIZE: 80 Students 

BALANCE THE B IG  YEAR //
HIGH SCHOOL

Each student has a different mindset going into year 12. 
This workshop outlines the key pressures of year 12 and 

discusses common myths, study tips and positive choices. 
We aim to challenge students to think about what they 
want to get out of their final year, and inspire them to 

dream big, by offering relevant, practical advice.

We highlight four personality types demonstrated by young 
people and outline positive behaviours, time management 

tips and ways to maintain health and wellbeing.

CONTENT: Values Based
RUNNING TIME: 60 OR 90 minutes

MAX GROUP SIZE: 80 Students
IMAGE OBSESSED //
HIGH SCHOOL

Our culture has an obsession with body image; but is it possible
to move away from the dominant beliefs of our culture and break 
the cycle of body image obsession? 
We encourage young people that their worth rests on so much 
more than their image; their value to the world is so much bigger 
than their appearance. 

This workshop incorporates components of the Australian 
Curriculum, allowing for easy connections in the classroom.
(Codes: ACPPS089, ACHCK065)

CONTENT: Christian Option OR Values Based
RUNNING TIME: 60 OR 90 minutes
MAX. GROUP SIZE: 80 Students

  

THE SOCIAL NETWORK //
HIGH SCHOOL 

Through this workshop we address key issues including 
responsible posting, ‘Sexting', ‘Facebook depression’ - time 

management, isolation and life comparison, and
cyberbullying. This workshop provides an open forum for 

students and presenters to discuss online interaction from 
their perspective.

This workshop incorporates components of the Australian 
Curriculum, allowing for easy connections in the classroom.

(Codes: ACPPS093, ACPPS074, ACHCK065)

CONTENT: Values Based
RUNNING TIME: 60 OR 90 minutes

MAX. GROUP SIZE: 80 Students 
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BALANCE
THE BIG YEAR

TERM 1 2018
79 Presentations in total

11,565 Students attended in total
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LIFE MATTERS - SCHOOL SEMINARS & INTERACTIVE WORKSHOPS

Life Matters seminars create spaces 

for children and young people to 

discover their story and to carefully 

think about the choices they make 

and the impact they can have on 

their friends, school, community and 

world.

After attending a Life Matters 

seminar at Port Noarlunga Primary 

School recently, Year 2 student 

Emilee said “we need to help 

people”, and Year 6 student Lucy 

said she was encouraged by what 

she heard “you should be kind to 

others and don’t judge them. You 

should invite them and ask them to 

play with you.”  

The Life Matters team is very thankful 

for your support. Your gift will make 

it possible for children and young 

people to continue to hear positive 

life changing messages.

SMG is on social media
Did you know that SMG is on Facebook, 

Twitter, LinkedIn and Instagram? Follow or 

like us and keep up with the latest news and 

reviews.

ENCOURAGING CHILDREN TO CARE FOR THEMSELVES AND THOSE AROUND THEM

above: Life Matters presenter Alisi Tavui and Tom Bertram with Pt Noarlunga Primary School 
students Emilee, Lucy, Oliver, and Abigail

Please Donate
YOUR GIFT DOES MAKE A DIFFERENCE

Phone: 8378 6800 or donate online at

www.smg.asn.au/donate

Information Session
HOW DO I BECOME A SCHOOL CHAPLAIN?

Chaplaincy Information Session

7:30 pm Thursday May 24
7:30 pm Wednesday August 15
SMG Head Office

RSVP: SMG Head Office details below

Registrations are now open for The Wellbeing Classroom 
Conference 2018.

The Full Conference Experience features multiple 

breakouts, live art, live music, keynotes and master-

classes by the Nurture Network (UK) and Lisa Miller (USA)

and a Grander Vision Night featuring Thankyou and 

Hope Downloaded.

Go to thewellbeingclassroom.com.au/conference 

to download the Conference Program and Breakout 

Session or to book.


