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Prior to moving to Mount Gambier, Rohan Battersby 

spent 16 years as a Paramedic in Adelaide. “I was 

regularly expected to perform in difficult and complex 

situations.” Rohan reflects about his time in the role.

When Rohan moved to Mount Gambier, he was invited 

to start participating with the Mount Gambier and 

District Ministers Association. “It was during one of our 

meetings that Paul Hodgson, (SMG Regional Manager), 

advertised the chaplaincy role at Melaleuca and I felt 

to apply. I had other paid ministerial offers during that 

time but felt God wanted me at Melaleuca.

Unfortunately, my perception of school chaplaincy had 

been that it was the training ground for novice youth 

leaders or quasi-professionals. Now, after having spent 

time at Melaleuca Park Primary School I can say this 

perception was incorrect.

I can honestly say that my role as a Chaplain has made 

me draw on every personal and professional resource 

I possess. I have discovered this requirement is not 

peculiar to my school.

Teachers are wellbeing champions before they are 

educators and Pastoral Care Workers hold hands with 

them to ‘value add’.

Chaplaincy represents the slimmest window of 

opportunity, the door open the narrowest of cracks, 

the smallest bridge of potential for church and state to 

officially partner together for the wellbeing of children.” 

said Rohan during his commissioning service.

To find out more regarding how you can support 

Chaplaincy Services and school communities like 

Rohan’s call the SMG Office on 08 8378 6800 or

go to www.smg.asn.au/donate. 

Above: Rohan Battersby: Pastoral Care Worker at 
Melaleuca Park Primary School
Background Image: Melaleuca Park Primary School 
(supplied)

THE CHURCH AND SCHOOL COMMUNITIES IN PARTNERSHIP 

FOR STUDENT WELLBEING

SEEING CHAPLAINCY
FOR WHAT IT REALLY IS



Schools Ministry Group is 

in a privileged position. 

It provides Pastoral Care 

Workers and other content 

to schools right across the 

state: Primary schools.  

Secondary schools. Area 

schools. Special schools.  

Schools in large communities. Schools in small 

communities. City schools. Country schools.  

State schools. Private schools. In fact, just 

about every type of school you can imagine. 

This is a privilege because so many schools 

today are central to their community:  

They are where people get to know their 

neighbours. Mothers meet other mothers living 

life the same way. Fathers make friends with 

other fathers. Children are exposed to brand 

new ideas and new thoughts. Whole families 

live life with other families.

SMG workers, presenters and performers 

are involved in all of this. Reading through 

this newsletter gives some sense of that: 

Young men teaching boys about the issues 

of manhood. A PCW celebrating 20 years 

of school life and activities. Presentations 

training Primary School PCWs to help children 

understand their emotions and there is so 

much more.

This continues to be supported by the 

Federal Government through the National 

School Chaplaincy Program, for which we 

are so grateful. However, the funding is not 

enough to meet all the needs. For that, we 

need your support: Encouraging the PCWs.  

Funding additional hours for PCWs to work in 

schools. Covering the costs of seminars and 

performances. Training and development for 

all those involved in schools. Complying with 

government rules and expectations.

Can you help? If so, will you partner with us 

to continue to provide young people with 

purpose, value and hope? Please donate 

online or through the post today.
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Personally SPeaking

After a long time in the planning, Blueprint to Becoming a Man is 
being delivered to young men in schools across South Australia.

Feedback has been fantastic! Students and their teachers are 

enjoying the content and feel it will be valuable in shaping how 

students see manhood.

HALLETT COVE SOUTH PRIMARY SCHOOL
“I now see it is important to be not just a ‘warrior’, but a ‘warrior 

with heart’.” - Yr. 7 Student

“It was a really good session!” - Yr. 6 Student

“It was great. When I become a man I will look back to this.” - Yr. 

6 Student

KIMBA AREA SCHOOL
“It taught me there are different types of men.” - Yr. 7 Student

“It was fun and useful. It made me feel like I’m not weak.” - 

William, Yr. 8 Student

CLEVE AREA SCHOOL
“I learnt there is more to being a man than the stereotypes.” - 

Brock, Yr. 9 Student

“It was really good. Let’s do it more often.” - Declan, Yr. 9 Student

If you would like to know more about the Blueprint to Becoming 

a Man workshop, other workshops or interactive presentations by 

the Life Matters team go to www.lifemattersadl.com.

BLUEPRINT
TO  BECOMING
A MAN

GIVING BOYS THE TOOLS TO BECOME MEN THE WORLD NEEDS

Above: Tom Bertram, Life Matters Presenter delivering Blueprint to Becoming 
a Man to students at a regional Primary School

Information Session
HOW DO I BECOME A SCHOOL CHAPLAIN?

7:30 pm Wednesday August 14
SMG Head Office RSVP: SMG Head Office details below
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Beyond Bank is a valued partner with SMG for our 

‘When Disaster Strikes Program’ but they also give 

their customers an opportunity to support SMG with 

no cost to themselves. By opening a ‘Community 

Reward Account’ with Beyond Bank and nominating 

Schools Ministry Group as your charity, you support 

SMGs work in SA. You earn interest, and SMG earns 

a reward. In 2018 SMG was presented with $9,912 

because SMG supporters opened Beyond Bank 

Community Reward accounts. 

For information about how to open a Community 

Reward Account ring 13 25 85 or go to:

www.beyondbank.com.au/community-banking

support SMG financially
with no COst to you

“2O years. It sounds like such a long time but looking 

back, goes so quickly. In 20 years we’ve seen a lot 

of changes, but it’s surprising how much remains the 

same. I have recently celebrated 20 years as Chaplain 

at our local school and I hope that I have been able to 

be a positive presence for our school community over 

that time.

The world in many ways was very different. Twenty 

years ago was pre Facebook, Instagram, Snapchat, 

etc. Many people didn’t even have a mobile phone. 

Social networking was done face-to-face. While 

methods of communication have changed, people 

are still the same. We all experience good times and 

hard times. We still need each other and we need 

good relationships with each other. We need to love 

and be loved, to know and be known. Yet so often our 

relationships are marred with unresolved conflict, guilt, 

resentment and misunderstanding.

We experience the full range of emotions from 

optimistic and hopeful to despair, anxiety and 

frustration, from feeling positive to feeling overwhelmed, 

mostly dependent on the quality of our relationships. 

That’s not based on how many ‘Friends’ we have or 

WHERE HAS 20 YEARS GONE?
BY JOY MARKS, PCW AT MANNUM COMMUNITY COLLEGE

The Wellbeing classroom 
TRaining for all Primary Schools
James Lenigas, SMG Wellbeing and Training Manager, 

has been busy developing Facilitator Training aimed 

in equipping SMG Primary and Area School Chaplains 

to deliver the Wellbeing Classroom Framework at their 

schools. The first ‘class’ was trained on Tuesday May 14. 

SMG is looking forward to seeing the positive impact the 

Wellbeing Classroom will bring to students, families and 

school communities across SA.

who ‘Liked’ our posts, but 

on the depth of sharing, 

compassion, forgiveness, 

intimacy and trust that 

exists between people 

who care about each 

other, who support each 

other, who challenge us 

when necessary and who 

encourage us to grow. 

I am very grateful for the privilege of serving our school 

and wider community, and for the relationships I have 

shared along the way. I have learned so much in 20 

years and yet I know I still have a lot to learn.” 

Principal Kylie Eggers says “Joy continues to be a 

person of supportive optimism with a joyful nature 

for the students, staff and community at Mannum 

Community College. It is rare to find a school employee 

who has the ability to work across all age groups in the 

school. All students respect Joy and she displays an 

equitable respect for all students and staff.” 

Thank you for your service to your school community 

Joy! You are an amazing inspiration to many.
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Partner with SMG this END OF FINANCIAL YEAR and 

help young people and their school communities 

discover purpose, value and hope. You can support 

WHERE IT IS NEEDED MOST or in the following areas:

CHAPLAINCY: Help fund Chaplaincy Services in 

general or in YOUR local school area.

SCHOOL SEMINARS: Help fund a Life Matters Workshop 

to help Students understand that their Life Matters. 

Workshops and presentations include Easter and 

Christmas or tackle particular issues such as bullying, 

social media, self image and more! You can also 

choose to support Hope Downloaded, our Primary 

School band or Sacred Stone, aimed at High School 

aged students. Our Bands connect with students 

through music and share from their own life stories.

WELLBEING SERVICES: Help fund The Wellbeing 

Classroom in schools throughout SA.

WHEN DISASTER STRIKES: This program is for school 

communities who need extra support during disaster 

or crisis. A bushfire or a fatal car accident can have 

a huge impact on student learning, their wellbeing as 

well as affecting the wider community. When Disaster 

Strikes helps local Chaplains to support local families in 

an ongoing way, walking the journey with them.

If you would like to partner with SMG and support 

families across South Australia complete the donation 

slip, call the SMG office on 08 8378 6800 or go to

www.smg.asn.au/donate.

SUPPORT
LOCAL SCHOOL
COMMUNITIES
WITH AN EOFY
DONATION


