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Chaplaincy Services in South Australia over time has 

continued to grow in numbers, but more importantly in 

depth and value it has provided. 

By verbalising six dimensions of school chaplaincy 

over the last few years, we have a better common 

understanding of what this service contributes to school 

communities. They are: Role modelling and mentoring, 

Social and emotional support, Spiritual support, School 

engagement, Community engagement, and Extra-

curricular contribution. 

Even more recently, our chaplaincy service has 

incorporated additional projects that can be delivered 

by our Pastoral Care Workers (under various funding 

models and with additional training) to meet needs, 

add value, and bring hope. First it was Disaster and 

Recovery Ministry chaplaincy to serve the local 

communities in times of state disaster, that is now a 

standard add on project for all PCWs (within 3 years of 

commencing in their role).

We have also now skilled up all Primary School PCWs 

with skills utilised within SMGs ‘The Wellbeing Classroom’ 

framework (social and emotional support skilling, 

trauma informed practice, etc.), so that not only are 

they more skilled, but also available to engage with 

The Wellbeing Classroom framework in a school that 

chooses to employ this project in their classroom(s). 

Additionally, two of our PCWs who are prior school 

leaders are currently engaged in a trial project this year 

of delivering a chaplaincy service to a select number of 

school Principals. (Stay tuned with us on that trial.) 

SMG Pastoral Care Workers, as representatives of SAs 

combined Christian community are showing themselves 

to be a versatile and valuable school and community 

service who need our prayers and support!

To find out more regarding how you can support 

Chaplaincy Services and school communities across 

South Australia call the SMG Office on 08 8378 6800 or

go to www.smg.asn.au/donate. 

Chaplains from across South Australia
at the recent SMG Annual Conference

THE VALUE SCHOOLS MINISTRY GROUP CHAPLAINCY SERVICES 
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Delivering a better 
Suite of Services



It’s been said before that coming together is a beginning, keeping together is 

progress, and working together is success. 

SMG Conference brought PCWs from across the state together, celebrating and 

commemorating highs and lows, progressing our learning, our understanding and 

our personal growth. Keynote sessions from Dave Shepherd and Dr Paul Whetham 

contributed encouragement and strengthening of mind and heart. Even more than 

that, the stories of PCWs, Support Groups (combined local churches) and School 

communities working together tell the story of creating better communities together. 

Now isn’t that what we all want and need?

Once a year we invite 

all our PCWs to attend a 

conference.  As they work 

in different schools across 

the state, it is a great 

opportunity for them to 

share with and learn from 

each other.

It was such a pleasure to meet so many 

people who are so passionately following 

their calling and supporting children and 

families in their local schools. I was impressed 

by these special PCWs who truly believe 

in the value of what they can add to their 

community.

It was so inspiring to hear from so many of 

them - both in private conversation and 

public testimony. Each has their own story 

of overcoming challenges, difficulties and 

adversities. Some have conquered personal 

study goals, others have been challenged by 

staff and personnel changes in their schools, 

while others have lived through significant 

personal loss. The common theme they 

all shared was how God has helped them 

overcome and succeed.

This year we focused on resourcing and 

supporting PCWs, with great presentations 

from inspiring speakers. And, a great range 

of elective presenters shared practical and 

instructional content.

I am already looking forward to next year’s 

conference!

Thank you so very very much.
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Information Session
HOW DO I BECOME A SCHOOL CHAPLAIN?

7:30 pm Thursday October 31
SMG Head Office

RSVP: SMG Head Office details below

Left: Chaplain Ryan Bernhardt, part of the Chaplain Band; Above: Chaplains Overcomer recognition; 
Right: Keynote, David Shepherd; Below: Chaplains Janet Beard and Mary Spence catching up over 
coffee Below Left: Huggs and James Lenigas

In Term 2, Hope Downloaded joined forces 

with Wellbeing Services to create a dynamic 

live music show featuring Huggtopus! The show 

had a successful pilot run in 3 western suburbs 

primary schools, taking the story of Huggs to 

students in special classrooms. With a life-size 

Huggtopus, and songs the students know 

and love, the classes were treated to a show 

exploring emotions and the importance of 

making play fun for everyone! 

Huggs and
Hope DOwloaded
NEW DOUBLE ACT
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HOPE 
DOWNLOADED 
ENJOY THE SHOW

When joy wells up within us, it can’t help but spread, it 

ignites a sense of wonder in all who encounter it. With 

joy comes hope, peace and fun! In our 2019 Christmas 

presentation we discover the joy that Jesus’ birth ignited 

in the world, and explore how we too, can create 

change and bring beauty with our expressions of joy. 

The Christmas Season is November 11 - December 13 

and the Life Matters team are taking bookings NOW!

Dates fill up fast so for more information or to book the 

team for your local school go to lifemattersadl.com, 

email lifematters@smg.asn.au or call and speak to one 

of the team on 08 8378 6800

“I would like to thank Hope Downloaded for performing for my 

class. The students thoroughly enjoyed the show and have been 

speaking of it since. My colleagues and I were very impressed by 

all aspects of the show. In fact, my students have been asking 

when they can next see you perform! It was a joy to see the 

students’ engagement in the show, especially one student who 

was quite anxious. The messages of the story and music have 

resonated with the students and conversations related to the 

show have continued since your visit.’

- Angela, Teacher at Flinders Park Primary School 


