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Term 4 is always a really busy time of year for the Life 

Matters team. They present their Transition to High 

School workshop to year 7 students and they spend 

many hours on the road, all over the state of South 

Australia bringing the story of Christmas to students 

who may have never even heard the dream and story 

that started it all. During the presentation the team 

celebrate the best parts of Christmas - gift giving, 

trimming of trees, sharing, and joyful friendship - but 

most of all, they spend time sharing the Christmas story.

This year the team is sharing the theme “Christmas - 

What Dreams Are Made Of”. Sometimes dreams are big 

and extravagant - dreams of a future full of possibilities. 

But dreams can also be smaller and all about presents 

under the Christmas tree. No matter our age or era we 

all know that feeling of expectation and excitement. 

Christmas really is what dreams are made of!

The Christmas story is about Jesus, a baby born to Mary 

and Joseph, born in the strangest circumstance and 

setting, yet planned by a loving God, and dreamt of by 

generations of people. The people in Jesus’ time were 

dreaming of change, dreaming of one who would 

come to change their world forever. But to their surprise, 

their dreams were fulfilled in a strange way, through 

the birth of a baby in a manger. The Christmas story 

is presented through activities, exciting visual media, 

compelling storytelling and each student receives a 

take-away gift as a reminder of the presentation and 

what Christmas is really about. 

Your gift for Christmas Seminars is appreciated and 

will enable the team to share the Christmas story 

with students across metropolitan and regional South 

Australia.

left to right: Life Matters team members Alisi Tavui, Michael Nganga, Hannah Heading and Tyla Hoffrichter



What an honour to 

recognise and celebrate 

with so many of you at our 

recent community event. 

I am ever humbled by the 

impact that is achieved as 

we work together in unity. 

The word unite means to combine (people) 

in interest, attitude or action, this is what we 

celebrated and recognised. People from all 

over SA not just having a discussion but taking 

action and making a positive difference. 

Over the past few months we have been 

having conversations with our 90 Support 

Groups around the state and one of the key 

questions we asked was: Why is Chaplaincy 
important?

The responses included: Love in action, 

a positive Christian presence, pastorally 

supporting families, relational Christianity, 

practical Christianity, community connection, 

a compassionate and caring presence and 

person, spiritual support, a neutral person, 

serving the community and offering hope.

It was great to have John Gardner the 

Minister for Education speak with us about 

HOPE and the positive aspects, changes and 

discoveries in our world. 

As we head towards the Christmas season, 

we are reminded of the hope that is 

discovered in the birth of Jesus. It is because 

of the example of Jesus that we unite, love 

and offer hope to our communities.

During term four schools across SA will hear 

the Christmas story from the Life Matters 

seminar team, or the local churches will 

provide morning tea’s for World Teachers day, 

a transition day program will support year 7’s 

moving into year 8 and Pastoral Care Workers 

will provide chaplaincy services each week to 

tens of thousands of students. Chaplaincy is 

important!
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Angela Jolly, Executive Director

FROM THE DIRECTOR’S DESK

Schools Ministry Group loves to hear stories of how individuals, 

churches, groups and organisations get together to support 

young people and their school communities. As part of the SMG 

Conference we celebrate community by recognising some of 

the contributions that have been made.

This year many communities were nominated for the invaluable 

work they do, contributing to a better school experience for 

students. The Year 8 Preparation Day Program was chosen 

to receive the award - recognising the collaboration and 

contribution of Schools Ministry Tea Tree Gully, North Eastern 

School Chaplaincy Inc, local Churches, Beyond Limits, SMG 

Pastoral Care Workers and Schools from the Tea Tree Gully and 

Modbury Department for Education Partnerships. 

“I think it is really important for our year 7 students to have this 

day of preparation for year 8. The timing of it is fantastic because 

being early in term 4, the students are already starting the get 

anxious, apprehensive and excited. It’s great for them to make 

connections with students that are going to be at their school 

next year.” said Deb Pryor, Ardtornish Primary School Principal.

The Celebrating Community Award was sponsored by our When 

Disaster Strikes partner Beyond Bank.

Angela Jolly, SMG Executive Director; Graham Brown, Chairperson; Lynn Arnold 
AO SMG Patron; Peter Skurray, Chaplaincy Services Manager; and Margaret 
Green, Community Development Manager Beyond Bank with awards winners

THE POWER OF UNITY AND HOPE
Celebrating Community Award
COMMUNITY COMING TOGETHER TO SUPPORT STUDENTS

Celebrating 20 Years
Cathy Miegel is celebrating 20 years 

in the role of Pastoral Care Worker at 

Lameroo Regional Community School this 

year and was recognised at this year’s 

SMG Conference for her contribution to 

Chaplaincy. 

Former LRCS Principal Annette Williams said 

of Cathy in a recent review “Cathy holds a 

pivotal role in supporting the positive wellbeing of students, staff 

and the wider community of Lameroo. Cathy builds bridges and 

connects people. She does this in word and action.”
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News in brief
CONFERENCE 2018

One of the first decisions Lisa Babanin made when she 

commenced her role as the Pastoral Care Worker at Salisbury North 

Primary School was to redecorate her room. Known as the ‘White 

House’ it was looking tired and dreary and was in need of some 

tender loving care.

Lisa said “I contacted Bunnings, Parafield, asking for their help in 

donating some paint to help freshen up the room, and boy did 

they deliver! Vince from Bunnings, along with James from Dulux, not 

only wanted to help, but they donated EVERYTHING to do the job, 

including their precious time!!!” 

Lisa also wanted to make sure that students were involved in 

the project so at the end of term 2 a competition was held and 

students could submit designs for a mural to be painted on one of 

the walls. The response was overwhelming, with Lisa’s pigeon hole 

full of entries a week later. Dianne Kennady, the office lady was 

chosen as judge because of her hard work for and dedication to 

the school and a final concept by Nick was chosen for the new 

mural. Another design by Felicity was runner up and it was decided 

that it too will feature elsewhere in the school.

Students were also involved in suggesting a new name and at 

the Grand Opening during NAIDOC week, the new name was 

announced - Karpa Woodli – which means ‘Support House’. It was 

a great time of celebration with the students, staff, parents and the 

local council member attending the opening.

Your gift to SMG School Chaplaincy services provides purpose, 

value and hope to children and young people across SA.

Redesign - a community project
MAKING AN INVITING SPACE THAT WELCOMES 

left to right: Lisa Babanin, Nicholas, Student and Colette Bos, Principal clockwise from above left: Hon. John Gardener MP; 
Kat Edson enjoying the sun; 15 years of Service, Jane 
Adamson, Mark Underwood; Sara Walding and Dianne 
Deed with Rev. Lynn Arnold AO,  SMG Patron and 
Angela Jolly Executive Director. Below: Commissioning 
and “The Cohort”

SMG Annual Conference was held in the 

last week of term 3. Keynotes were Steve 

Forward, SU QLD and Susan McLean, 

Australia’s foremost cyber-bullying expert. 

The conference culminated in a Community 

Celebration with an address by Hon. John 

Gardener MP, commissioning, recognition of 

service and presentation of the Celebrating 

Community Award.



Stuck for Christmas gift ideas? Do you want 

something that a child will love but will also help 

them to negotiate and understand their emotions?

Kimochis® characters are toys with feelings inside. 

They help children to develop feelings vocabulary 

and regulate their emotions. SMG is offering a great 

Christmas pack: a mini character and storybook*. 

These would normally retail at $25 each but for 

Christmas we are offering them for $45 for both.

Please call the SMG office on 8378 6800 to order.

*various titles and characters are available while stock lasts
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Please Donate
YOUR GIFT DOES MAKE A DIFFERENCE

Phone: 8378 6800 or donate online at

www.smg.asn.au/donate

Information Session
HOW DO I BECOME A SCHOOL CHAPLAIN?

7:30 pm Wednesday November 8
SMG Head Office

RSVP: SMG Head Office details below

For around 20 years the St Lukes Anglican Parish 

have been knitting teddy bears for the community. 

Organisations such as Samaritans Purse, SA Ambulance 

and SMG Pastoral Care Workers in local schools have 

used the teddies when a child needs some extra 

comfort during times of grief, loss, separation, family 

breakdown, anxiety as well in school sick rooms - when 

a child is feeling miserable, they have something to hold 

on to. The group also knit balls with a textured centre 

which suit children with Autism and others who don’t 

want a teddy.

The ladies use the skills of knitting that they have 

because they want to show their love for children.

“It’s a gift of love, the children receiving them are going 

to cuddle them.  When you cuddle that toy you can 

feel God’s love going through you and the love of the 

person who knitted it” said Denise.

Fiona Vanderlinden, an SMG PCW from a nearby school 

says “Over the past few years we have had some junior school students dealing with some challenging events and 

issues in their lives. I had noticed that when we (staff) sit and talk and comfort these students we are so restricted 

in physical contact. I was very keen to receive the teddies so students would have something to hug. I distributed 

the teddies among staff to use or give away when needed. The staff loved the idea and the teddies help to gently 

start conversations and comfort the student at the same time. I am so grateful to the lovely ladies who make these 

teddies, I wish they could see the students faces when they receive one.”

St Lukes Parish have made hundreds of teddies over the years for SMG PCWs to use in the local schools. If you 

would like to support your local Pastoral Care Worker please contact SMG.

TEDDIES PROVIDING COMFORT TO YOUNG PEOPLE
SOMETIMES YOU JUST NEED A HUG

GO GREEN
If you would like to receive our Newsletter by 

email or to unsubscribe please contact SMG.

left to right: Yvonne, June, Denise and Dorothy

Have A very

Christmas


