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Six Months On: Community Support COntinues
PINERY BUSHFIRE

The Pinery bushfires may seem like a distant memory 

for those of us who didn’t experience the devastation 

firsthand six months ago. However, for those who 

personally experienced the bushfire, it is continuing to 

influence their daily life in many ways both small and 

large.

Most of the towns in the region devastated by the 

bushfire have SMG School Chaplains in their schools. 

The Chaplains have been able to work together 

with local churches, school communities and other 

organisations to provide the love, care and practical 

support needed for families and the wider community 

impacted by this disaster.

Tracey Butter is the Chaplain at Hamley Bridge Primary 

School. On the day of the fires she decided to stay with 

her husband and defend their property. Their home was 

spared, many others were not.

      The communities of Hamley Bridge, Stockport 

and Tarlee were devastated by the Pinery Fire. 

Students, families and staff lost homes, gardens, pets 

and livestock, extensive damage to outbuildings, 

machinery, fences, crops and pastures and much more. 

Continuous dust storms hampered recovery efforts 

through a hot dry summer.

Tracey has recently undertaken ‘Stormbirds’ training 

to equip her more fully to support her community. She 

also had the opportunity to help distribute to families 

donations made to local churches of quilts, blankets 

and sewing kits along with Red Cross donations of door 

and window dust stoppers.

“The Balaklava churches donated 500 Christmas 

food hampers to all residents in Hamley Bridge and 

Stockport. What an amazing and generous gift that 

touched so many people just before Christmas, and 

an example of a country town helping and supporting 

another town when it most needed it.”

     The care, compassion, practical help and support 

of so many has helped us all towards recovery. We still 

have a long way to go and we have learnt so much 

from our experiences on that day.

Tania Cattell is the Chaplain at both Two Wells and 

Owen Primary Schools. She was not working at either 

school on the day of the fire, but when she heard that 

Mallala Primary School had been evacuated to Two 

Wells Primary she headed straight there to help and 

support the Mallala students and staff because she 

knew that they didn’t have a chaplain at their school to 

provide pastoral care.  

“The day after the fire I was asked to bring water, bread 

and cheese for the students, families and staff of Owen 

Primary, which I was able to do with donations from a 

local supermarket and Two Wells Primary. I supported 

the Principal Cheryl Glenie, with hugs as requested and 

a listening ear during a very difficult emotional and 

stressful day.” Tania provided other support for staff 

and families resourcing information regarding support 

services such as empty containers for storage, loan 

cars, Christmas gifts, clothing and much more.
continued overleaf...
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FROM THE DIRECTOR’S DESK
Angela Jolly, Executive Director

WHAT’S  IN A NAME?

We all have a name, some 

of us love ours, and others 

may respond by “what were 

the parents thinking?” Some 

parents agonise over what 

to call their child during the pregnancy 

and some children are not named until 

sometime after their birth. If you talk to any 

teacher in school today they will speak of 

the variety and spelling of their students 

names.                    

Your name identifies you, it might send 

a message as to the era you were born, 

maybe your nationality, religion or cultural 

background. Some names carry instant 

recognition or notoriety like Einstein, Elvis, 

Bono, Hitler, and of course Jesus. We 

recognise products and brands by their 

name. We often purchase a product based 

on the name and reputation that it carries, 

for example Apple, Coke, Nike or Mazda. 

Your name carries meaning and in many 

cases value and influence. 

I am proud of the SMG name; we have 

worked hard to establish a positive 

presence and reputation across school 

and church communities. I love that we 

were birthed out of the United Christian 

Forum which was incorporated in 1985 and 

renamed Schools Ministry Group in July 

1991 – so we could be celebrating our 31st 

birthday this year! Our name stands for unity 

and partnership. 

As you read about the formation of SMG 

in the insert Part 2 of the SMG journey, I 

want to say thank you to the courageous 

and innovative members of the Christian 

community. I want to honour the founders 

for their vision and unification of the church 

here in SA. And I want to say thank you to 

you – the supporter today as together, we 

continue the united work of SMG.

Six Months on
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above: Tania Cattell, Chaplain at Owen and Two Wells Primary Schools

Two Wells Primary was very supportive and freed me up from 

my Chaplaincy commitments there to have extra time at Owen 

Primary. They also donated the proceeds from their end of year 

concert BBQ to four of the schools in the region affected by 

fire.”

Ryan Bernhardt is the Chaplain at Balaklava High School. His 

local church was the main drop off point for public donations 

initially and is still actively involved in assisting affected families 

with food hampers, financial help and clean-up work.

    One of the year 8 boys at my school lost everything. His 

family lost their home and most of their farm property and 

equipment was destroyed. One of his most prized possessions 

was a signed Woodville West Torrens Football Club Guernsey. 

He was devastated that it was gone. I made contact with some 

lovely people at the club, and they organised to send out 

another signed Guernsey. When I gave it to the young lad at 

school, he cried. He took off his jumper, slipped on the Club 

Guernsey, put his school jumper back on and left it on all day. 

His mum rang me and thanked me, and said he hadn’t taken 

it off till after school the next day. It was so special to be part of 

something that exciting.

What is seen driving through the area six months after the 

bushfire is still a very sad reminder of the devastation and loss.  

What is unseen is the work of our Chaplains, local churches and 

the community coming together and supporting families and 

communities.

The Chaplains have provided a conduit for initial and ongoing 

pastoral care and practical support. Your continued prayer 

and financial gifts are vital in providing this important service to 

those affected by the Pinery fires, and across the state.
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Justin* was known for his volatile emotional outbursts. Significant 

family disruption in his world would regularly overflow into the 

classroom. One moment he would be okay, the next a table had 

been flipped over and Justin was out in the yard. His teacher, 

Heidi Stokes says 

      Justin was an unpredictable student who had next to no 

resilience or persistence, which resulted in him responding to 

situations in extreme emotional and physical ways. Often the 

fight or flight response kicked in. But Justin has come a really 

long way and I can see some significant changes in how he 

responds to situations. He has used the calm down breath many 

times now which shows his level of understanding from the lessons 

and activities we do as part of the Wellbeing Classroom. I would 

definitely recommend this program.

Justin’s way of dealing with emotion and social situations has 

changed so much he was recently awarded a Community Spirit 

Award for his caring attitude and willingness to help others by the 

Port Augusta Community Church. Your gift to this initiative will 

provide life changing tools and resources for children to build life 

and social skills.  *name has been changed to protect the student’s identity
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News In Brief

Schools are saying..

HIGHGATE SCHOOL 

CHAPLAIN:

AMY PFEIFFER

 Amy has made a

huge difference 

working in my Year 

2 classroom....Both my teacher 

wellbeing and the students’ 

wellbeing has improved this term. 

Amy provides both one on one 

and small group support. These 

students need support in managing 

their emotions such as anxiety, self 

confidence and extra learning 

support.

M Severino, Teacher

 Ryan was excellent 

and very helpful and 

approachable when 

there was an issue with our child.

Parent

BALAKLAVA HIGH

SCHOOL CHAPLAIN: 

RYAN BERNHARDT

46 SEMINARS

4973 STUDENTS

Changing Classrooms
FROM FIGHT AND FLIGHT TO COMMUNITY CONTRIBUTOR

13 SCHOOLS
52 CLASSES
1319 STUDENTS

heard the Easter message

6661 HOURS
 for Chaplains funded by 

 community Term 2 2016

REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN

2525 Years of
SERVICE1991 - 2016

CONFERENCE 2016
The Wellbeing Classroom

29 - 30 June 2016
Day 1 – Conference

Day 2 – Masterclass 

Option 1: Ellen Pritchard Dodge MEd., CCC-SLP (USA)
The Importance of Social & Emotional Literacy

Option 2: Jared Cooney Horvath PhD, MEd (AUS)
Neuroscience & Development in Educational Design

thewellbeingclassroom.com.au

Social & Emotional Learning for Schools, Children and Their Families

@CServicesSMG



Advance Notice
HOW DO I BECOME A SCHOOL CHAPLAIN?

Chaplaincy Information Session

7:30 pm Tuesday May 24th

SMG Head Office

Visit www.smg.asn.au or complete the donation 

slip provided and return in the reply paid envelope.

Donations of $2.00 or more are tax deductible.

Support SMG Now

SMG: 12 Angus Ave, Edwardstown SA 5039  08 8378 6800    mail@smg.asn.au  smg.asn.au

you Are Invited
Schools Ministry Week 2016
Mobilize your gifts to

LOVE PEOPLE - DO STUFF
19 - 26 June 2016

Get involved with your church and do some kind 

and unexpected things for your local school 

community.

For more information go to smg.asn.au/smw16

GO GREEN
If you would like to receive our Newsletter by 

email or to unsubscribe please contact SMG.

Are you a current or previous

CHAPLAIN, SEMINAR PRESENTER, CHURCH VOLUNTEER, 
SUPPORT GROUP MEMBER, LEADERS OF CHRISTIAN 

CHURCHES SA, SUPPORTER, SMG STAFF
who is/was involved with SMG/United Christian Forum?

RSVP JULY 18 2016 www.smg.asn.au/reunion-2016

7pm - 9.30pm

UNLEY HIGH SCHOOL, GEORGE CRESWELL HALL
KITCHENER STREET, NETHERBY

MONDAY JULY 25 2016

BACK SCHOOLto

REUNION

Education Services

Sacred Stone have introduced 2 great new shows for 

2016. Reimagine: Purpose and Meaning explores the 

themes of purpose and meaning as well as service 

of others and social change. Sacred Stone create 

a space for students to reflect on their life, thinking 

practically about their purpose, what motivates them, 

the choices they make, and how their life can impact 

the world. 

Reimagine: Adversity & Resilience. Is it possible meaning 

can be found in hard times? Is it possible to find strength 

during suffering? And is it even possible to grow and 

become resilient through adversities?

Sacred Stone sensitively look at common responses 

when things go wrong, offering compassion, empathy 

and inspiration to take a step of courage to move 

through the difficult times. The band share personal 

TWO
ON
SHOWS

OFFER!

stories and experiences of hard times in their lives and 

what has helped them in their journey. The message 

is shared creatively through live music, visual media, 

storytelling and group discussion.

Your generous gift toward School Seminars provides 

students across the state with an opportunity to discover 

purpose, value and hope.


