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Hope Collective

The Whyalla Stuart community is faced with many 

complex social and community challenges that has a 

significant impact on children feeling valued and being 

able to reach their full potential. Yet there is a huge 

swelling of optimism and hope that all is not lost, and 

that the community can grow and become stronger 

again. Twenty-five key community members and not for 

profit, community and government organisations have 

come together to form the HOPE Collective.

The name was chosen by the community to represent 

the result they would like to see – that every member of 

the Whyalla Stuart community can 

live every day with a sense of hope 

– being healthy, optimistic, having 

a sense of community pride and 

feeling empowered. 

This Collective Impact initiative strives 

to bring the community together to discover new and 

innovative ideas to drive community transformation. 

Community member interest, participation and 

commitment continues to grow. SMG is a key part of 

this initiative with Michael Edgecomb, Community 

Services Manager providing leadership, resources and 

support to the HOPE Collective.

CREATING A STRONG, HEALTHY COMMUNITY

“We have started holding regular community events 
with up to 500 people attending. To continue to move 
forward we have to make sure the local community 
drive what we are doing. This means engaging with 
children, young people and adults.  There is incredible 
potential in every single member of the Whyalla Stuart 
community – and that is what HOPE Collective is all 
about unearthing.”

A number of projects will commence to assist with 

community pride, reducing harmful and offending 

behaviours as well as access to fresh food. This will 

also be supported by SMG through the provision of 

chaplaincy services in five more schools in Whyalla.

Your generous gift will support this community as they 

work together rebuilding lives that have purpose, value 

and hope.
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Angela Jolly, Executive Director

Andrew has contributed significantly. He has not only been the 
Chaplain in the school he has been a support person for staff 
and students, no matter what background. The families that 
work with him speak very highly of him and think that he does a 
wonderful job in the school. He works in a really connected and 
respectful way.

Andrew works with students at lunch time. He runs a 

proactive gaming club for those students that don’t seem 

to feel comfortable in the yard. Those students are learning 

collaboration skills, they’re learning leadership, they’re with like 

minds. He has made those students feel really comfortable and 

really welcomed in the school.

The breakfast club was Andrew’s initiative 

several years ago. I think we started out 

with 20 students, and this week there were 

100 students.  The volunteers have been 

long standing people that have been 

coming into the school. They give freely of 

their time and work really well with Andrew.

I would like to say that if every school had 

the opportunity to have someone like 

Andrew, with Andrew’s attributes and the 

qualities that they bring, all our schools 

would be well serviced and we would 

have an additional way of supporting our school communities, 

and enhancing the wellbeing of everyone.

- Anita Zocchi, Principal, Adelaide High School*

Your gift will provide a Chaplaincy Service to students, staff and 

families in South Australian Schools. Please give generously.

*Ms Zocchi will soon be commencing as Principal of University 

Senior College.

above: Anita Zocchi, 
Adelaide High School 
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FROM THE DIRECTOR’S DESK
Angela Jolly, Executive Director

SMG has been focusing this 

year on how we intentionally 

add value to people by 

thinking of, looking for, doing 

and encouraging others to 

value people. Therefore, as 

a valued supporter of SMG 

I invite you to attend our SMG conference 

community night where we will be 

demonstrating, recognising and celebrating 

the value of the community who support 

schools across South Australia (refer to back 

page for details).

SMG would be irrelevant and have no 

purpose if we didn’t partner with and serve 

the wider South Australian community. 

All of our service areas only operate in 

partnership with others and with the support 

of community members that value others 

and give of their time and resources. The 

stories in this newsletter highlight the value 

of the community working together to see 

positive change. 

A good litmus test for any organisation is 

to ask - if we were gone tomorrow would 

anyone miss our service? Feedback we 

have from school communities would shout 

a resounding YES!

Together, we make a difference. From the 

91 combined church support groups who 

represent hundreds of churches providing 

breakfast clubs and mentoring programs, 

to the 270 plus Pastoral Care Workers who 

provide an ongoing pastoral presence in 

over 340 schools and our “Life Matters” 

seminar team presentations to over 20,000 

students highlight just a few ways we serve. 

YES they would be missed - in fact schools 

are asking for more.

Thank you for your support and remember: 

Together Everyone Achieves More

A Heightened sense of care
SUPPORTING STAFF, STUDENTS AND PARENTS

above: Adelaide High School PCW Andrew Babirat with Student
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What Staff said..

“Engaging, presentation was good and 

games were great to break up the Power 

Point and talking.” 

- Freeling PS

“It was well suited to the primary aged 

students. The variations in the presentation 

such as videos, talks and games really 

engaged the students.” 

- Mid North Christian College

“You give great presentations  with really 

good support material. Presenters really 

know their stuff and present with clarity 

and commitment. They clearly have a 

passion for what they do.” 

“Presenters were engaging and spoke at 

a student level. Activities were spaced 

well and involved student participation. 

Cartoon clip and lifesavers video was a 

useful and engaging tool.

- East Para PS

TRANSIT ION //
PRIMARY SCHOOL 

The transition from primary school to high school is one that
 fills students with excitement, anticipation, anxiety, 

and for some, even terror. 

In this workshop we aim to build resilience, equipping  students 
for the next stage of their lives. Giving  them tools that will not 
only help them as they  transition into high school, but as they 

continue to navigate their way through life.

This workshop incorporates components of the Australian 
Curriculum, allowing for easy connections in the classroom.

(Codes: ACPPS070, ACPPS071, ACPPS072, ACPPS073) 

CONTENT: Values Based 
AGE GROUP: Year 6 & 7

RUNNING TIME: 60 OR 90 minutes

LOSER? 2.0 //
HIGH SCHOOL

We reframe the bullying conversation to a simple concept - one 
that changes the way we see and treat those around us.
This presentation focuses on cultivating a community of
students who are for each other; who practice empathy,
embrace diversity and create positive relationships
with others.

This workshop incorporates components of the Australian 
Curriculum, allowing for easy connections in the classroom.
(Codes: ACPPS074, ACHCK065)

CONTENT: Christian Option OR Values Based
RUNNING TIME: 60 OR 90 minutes
MAX. GROUP SIZE: 80 Students 

BALANCE THE B IG  YEAR //
HIGH SCHOOL

Each student has a different mindset going into year 12. 
This workshop outlines the key pressures of year 12 and 

discusses common myths, study tips and positive choices. 
We aim to challenge students to think about what they 
want to get out of their final year, and inspire them to 

dream big, by offering relevant, practical advice.

We highlight four personality types demonstrated by young 
people and outline positive behaviours, time management 

tips and ways to maintain health and wellbeing.

CONTENT: Values Based
RUNNING TIME: 60 OR 90 minutes

MAX GROUP SIZE: 80 Students
IMAGE OBSESSED //
HIGH SCHOOL

Our culture has an obsession with body image; but is it possible
to move away from the dominant beliefs of our culture and break 
the cycle of body image obsession? 
We encourage young people that their worth rests on so much 
more than their image; their value to the world is so much bigger 
than their appearance. 

This workshop incorporates components of the Australian 
Curriculum, allowing for easy connections in the classroom.
(Codes: ACPPS089, ACHCK065)

CONTENT: Christian Option OR Values Based
RUNNING TIME: 60 OR 90 minutes
MAX. GROUP SIZE: 80 Students

  

THE SOCIAL NETWORK //
HIGH SCHOOL 

Through this workshop we address key issues including 
responsible posting, ‘Sexting', ‘Facebook depression’ - time 

management, isolation and life comparison, and
cyberbullying. This workshop provides an open forum for 

students and presenters to discuss online interaction from 
their perspective.

This workshop incorporates components of the Australian 
Curriculum, allowing for easy connections in the classroom.

(Codes: ACPPS093, ACPPS074, ACHCK065)

CONTENT: Values Based
RUNNING TIME: 60 OR 90 minutes

MAX. GROUP SIZE: 80 Students 

IMAGE OBSESSED //

“ Well presented - Good balance 

between speaker, image and table chat. 

Engaged students, relevant to Year 12.” 

- Plympton International College

“The presenters were really engaging 

and made the content real for students 

by drawing on their personal experiences 

and linking it with what they knew.”

- St Johns Grammar

LIFE MATTERS SCHOOL SEMINARS

ADVOCATE, PEACEKEEPER AND INTERPRETER
PROVIDING SOCIAL AND EMOTIONAL SUPPORT TO CHILDREN

“I am the advocate for the person who doesn’t have a voice. I 

am a peacekeeper and interpreter to the two sides of the story.  

I am that calming influence when emotions get in the way of 

seeing clearly.”

For over six years, Kerry Crowden has provided a Chaplaincy 

Service to Meadows and Macclesfield Primary Schools, and 

more recently to Eastern Fleurieu Ashbourne Campus.

“There was one child who had severe separation anxiety each 

day when his mum dropped him off at school. I thought that 

sharing an activity together might help so over four weeks we 

built some tall ships together while he shared his feelings and 

fears. When I felt that we had established some trust, I shared 

with him about how ships weren’t built to be tied up at the end 

of the dock where they were safe. They went out into rough 

seas and sailed long distances to deliver their cargo before they 

returned to port safely and docked again. This was just like each 

morning when he would let go of his mum’s hand. Like the ship 

he would sail through the day without her, and she would be 

waiting for him to dock again at home time.”

This valuable time spent with Kerry enabled the child to settle 

in to school and helped him overcome his anxiety. A parent 

recently commented about the Chaplaincy Service she 

received “during a difficult time last year Kerry was an amazing 
support to our whole family.  It is wonderful to know that she is 
there for our children if they need someone to talk to.” 

Your gift to SMG will enable School Chaplains like Kerry to 

provide social and emotional support to students, staff, families 

and the whole school community.

above: Pastoral Care Worker, Kerry Crowden with Students



Information Session
HOW DO I BECOME A SCHOOL CHAPLAIN?

Chaplaincy Information Session

7:30 pm Tuesday May 23rd
SMG Head Office
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LEAVE A LEGACY OF PURPOSE, VALUE AND HOPE

GO GREEN
If you would like to receive our Newsletter by 

email or to unsubscribe please contact SMG.

CONFERENCE 2017
The Wellbeing Classroom

Social & Emotional Learning for Schools, Children and Their Families

15-16
JUNE
2017

Register at:

www.thewellbeingclassroom.com.au

“When in God’s timing we finish life’s race and He calls us home, what will be left 

behind? Our wills provide an opportunity to leave a lasting legacy as well as provision for 

those we leave behind. And so it is, that many people think favourably about leaving a 

part of their estate to ‘good causes’.

If you are thinking this way, may I encourage you to think about including SMG in your 

will. If you were to do this you would help provide important Chaplaincy, Christian 

education and other wellbeing services that would positively impact future generations 

of young South Australians, their families and local communities.

Your gift would leave a legacy that would continue to give young people a sense of 

purpose, value and hope. A bequest would provide much needed pastoral care to 

young people in a world that is continually changing and evolving. Equally importantly, 

your gift would enable positive Christian role models to provide social, emotional and spiritual support helping 

young people to make sense of the world around them, who they are, and how they fit in it. 

May I encourage you prayerfully to consider leaving a legacy of purpose, value and hope by including SMG in 

your will. God bless you.” 

Rev. Dr. Lynn Arnold AO, SMG Chairperson

To find out more about leaving a gift in your will to Schools Ministry Group, please contact us on 08 83786800,

email us via mail@smg.asn.au, or go to the SMG website smg.asn.au/bequests

SMG is on social media
Did you know that SMG is on Facebook, 

Twitter, LinkedIn and Instagram? Follow or 

like us and keep up with the latest news and 

reviews.

S M G  C O N F E R E N C E  C O M M U N I T Y  N I G H T
WITH KEYNOTE SPEAKER REV DR LYNN ARNOLD AO

COMMUNITIES ARE AMAZING, COMPLEX, BEAUTIFUL AND 
THERE IS NOTHING BETTER THAN WHEN PEOPLE FROM MANY 
DIFFERENT PARTS OF A COMMUNITY BAND TOGETHER TO 
HELP ONE ANOTHER OUT, SUPPORT AND NURTURE, CARE AND 
PROTECT, VALUE ONE ANOTHER AND HOPE TOGETHER

JOIN US AS WE KICK OFF THE NIGHT WITH A DESSERT BAR AND 
CELEBRATE WHAT IT MEANS TO BE A COMMUNITY WORKING 
TOGETHER

EDWARDSTOWN BAPTIST CHURCH DORENE STREET, ST MARYS

RSVP HTTPS://CELEBRATETHEVALUEOFCOMMUNITYSMG2017.
EVENTBRITE.COM.AU BY JULY 21 2017

INCLUDE A GIFT TO SMG IN YOUR WILL

You Are Invited

C E L E B R A T I N G
T H E  VA L U E  O F
C O M M U N I T Y

7pm Wednesday July 26

SCHOOL


