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CHANGING A COMMUNITY

Kangaroo Island is unique; it is one of the top 

four tourism destinations in this country and the 

third largest Island in Australia. Conrad Tickner 

is the SMG Pastoral Care Worker at Kangaroo 

Island Community Education (KICE) which is 

a multi-campus school made up of three sites 

on the island at Penneshaw, Parndana and 

Kingscote.  

Maxine McSherry, Principal of KICE nominated 

Conrad for the SMG Innovation Award to 

recognise the positive impact he is making in 

the community.

“Conrad works across three sites situated over 120 kms 

apart. Sometimes children and young people on KI 

have special needs to geographical isolation.

Data from Pre-School through to Middle Years indicates 

social skills, resilience and persistence are areas in 

which we can develop further.  This data has formed 

the basis of much of Conrad’s work to support children 

and young people on KI; within that scope Conrad has 

worked at a level that has exceeded our expectations. 
 

Conrad has developed his own wellbeing initiative 
with his ‘random acts of kindness’ programme. The 
programme has resulted in an increase in random acts 
of kindness and displays of gratitude from students and 
staff both within and beyond the school setting. 

An example of this is when the local Parndana 

youth group distributed homemade biscuits to senior 

community members with messages of gratitude 

attached.

Conrad has also been instrumental in implementing 

the Rite Journey programme at KICE through the 

Middle Years Camps Programme and he most 

recently supported students in their contribution to the 

International Small Island Conference.

ONE ACT OF KINDNESS AT A TIME

Being a positive male role model, acting as a confidant 

and providing pastoral care for students are all 

elements of his weekly work. 

His high level skills and caring contributions blended 
with complete dedication to his role cannot be 
underestimated in terms of the positive effects that are 
transpiring to the wellbeing of the KICE and wider KI 
community.” 

Maxine McSherry, Principal - KICE

Conrad was presented with the SMG Innovation 

Award at the recent SMG ‘Celebrating the Value of 

Community’ event, held at Edwardstown Baptist Church 

and attended by over 500 guests. Ms McSherry flew 

over to thank and honour Conrad and witness him 

receiving the Innovation Award from SMG Ambassador 

Brenton Ragless and Mark Lee from Uniting Venues SA - 

Award Sponsor. 

Your generous gift to SMG helps Pastoral Care Workers 

like Conrad to provide crucial support to students, 

staff and families in metropolitan, regional and remote 

areas. 

above: SMG Ambassador, Brenton Ragless; Uniting Venues SA General 
Manager, Mark Lee; KICE PCW, Conrad Tickner and KICE Principal, 
Maxine McSherry 
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Angela Jolly, Executive Director

FROM THE DIRECTOR’S DESK
Angela Jolly, Executive Director

What is the value of 

partnerships? Why should 

we have them? 

This year I received nearly 

30 nominations for SMG 

Community Awards for 

individuals and groups 

working together with us to bring purpose, 

value and hope to children, young 

people and school communities. There 

are significantly more volunteers across 

South Australia supporting their local school 

Chaplain with activities such as breakfast 

clubs, lunch groups and mentoring programs. 

I am so appreciative of the partnerships 

between SMG and the combined Christian 

community and many other organisations. 

Working together in partnership we are able 

to share ideas, encourage, support, innovate 

and even learn together and use those 

learnings to better care for our local school 

communities. This is crucial for us to provide 

quality pastoral and practical support. 

Identifying, developing and enhancing 

partnerships is a key SMG strategic goal. We 

cannot achieve our mission in isolation - the 

strength of working together in partnership 

will do exceedingly more than we could ever 

expect. 

What is the value we can attribute to 

partnerships?  They are priceless, they are 

essential, and they are inclusive.

Community Innovator
PROVIDING SOCIAL SUPPORT AND SKILL BUILDING

Bryan Sellars, Pastor of Northern Communities of Hope Church 

in Davoren Park was presented with the SMG Community 

Innovation Award at the recent SMG Celebrating the Value of 

Community night. The church provides a regular community 

lunch, and Bryan wanted to get students from local schools 

involved to help them learn skills and connect with people in 

their community.   

Elizabeth North Primary student Harrison says going to the 

community lunch is his favourite thing. “I liked cooking using 

the BBQ, and I learned how to cook sausages. I liked actually 

getting my first time to cook chops. It feels good 

to get to chat to people especially to grown-

ups because it teaches me to learn to be nice 

to show them my respect and then they show 

me their respect. That’s how we can build a 

friendship bond. Thank you very much Pastor 
Bryan, I think with your help I can finally live my 
dream to be a great cook.” 

Tracey Hearse, Pastoral Care Worker at Elizabeth 

North and Elizabeth Downs Primary Schools, nominated Bryan 

for the Innovation Award. “I take students once a month to the 

community lunch so they can learn how to prepare a meal, 

serve it, and get to know others. The students really love going 

there, they get along with the community members really well, 

they have chats and laughs - I can just see their attitude and 
their faces are always happy. They like being out and about 
and feeling that they have something to offer the community.”
 

SMG values the contribution local volunteers make. By working 

together we can better support children, young people and 

families across South Australia.

above: SMG Ambassador, Brenton Ragless, Uniting Venues SA General 
Manager, Mark Lee and Award recipient Bryan Sellars from Northern Community 
of Hope

above: Harrison, 
Elizabeth North 
Primary Student

above: Over 300 Chaplains, School Seminars, Wellbeing 
Services and SMG Head Office staff gathered together 
for the annual SMG Conference in July.



SMG CONFERENCE PCW FEEDBACK

“Came away inspired and encouraged 

that we have been sent to intentionally 

add value. Refreshed, equipped and 

ready to go.”

“The whole conference experience was 

uplifting, worthwhile, excellently presented 

and valuable.”

SCHOOLS MINISTRY GROUP 

News in Brief

SMG Community Awards were presented to organisations 

and individuals who were recognised for making a significant 

contribution to Chaplaincy in their community at the recent 

SMG Celebrating the Value of Community night. 

The Leadership in Community Partnerships Award, sponsored by 

SMG and Uniting Venues SA, was presented to the Mount Barker 

Ministers Fellowship. The Community Impact Award sponsored 

by Beyond Bank, was presented to the South Coast Schools 

Ministry Support Group and The Sustainability Award sponsored 

by SMG, was presented to the Burnside Inter-Church Council. 

SMG COmmunity Awards
LEADERSHIP, IMPACT AND SUSTAINABILITY

above: Narelle Chester; Kerry Crowden, PCW; Michael Stoodley and Matthew 
Carratt, Mount Barker Ministers Fellowship; SMG Regional Manager, Candy 
Turner and Kieran Smith, PCW

CONFERENCE WRAP UP

Over 300 people attended the Wellbeing 

Classroom Conference and Pt Augusta 

Regional Masterclass in June this year. 

International and Australian keynote 

speakers shared on Emotion Coaching 

and Mind, Brain and Story -  Foundations 

of Wellbeing.

Schools Ministry Week will be held from 21-29 October, and is 

a time for people to come together and show that they care 

about the people in their local community. I encourage you 

to ‘Love People and Do Stuff’ and register to be a part of 

the many different activities that will take place across South 

Australia - morning teas, car washes, working bees and many 

other things that show you care for and appreciate others. You 

can register your interest at www.smg.asn.au/smw17 and I will 

make you aware of the events taking place in your region so 

you can get involved. 

Peter Skurray

Chaplaincy Services Manager

Put your hand up
FOR SCHOOLS MINISTRY WEEK

SMG CONFERENCE



Information Session
HOW DO I BECOME A SCHOOL CHAPLAIN?

Chaplaincy Information Session

7:30 pm Wednesday August 23rd
SMG Head Office
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SAcred Stone - Celebrating 20 Years

GO GREEN
If you would like to receive our Newsletter by 

email or to unsubscribe please contact SMG.

Sacred Stone was formed in 1997 to inspire and motivate young 

people to discover their true worth through the love of Jesus Christ.  

In the early days Sacred Stone released an album titled ‘Fall’ in 

1998, and an EP called ‘Bubblebath’ in 2001. 

Through their presentations, Sacred Stone invite young people to 

re-imagine their faith, identity and relationships. The current shows 

‘Re-imagine: Purpose & Meaning’ and ‘Re-imagine: Adversity & 

Resilience’ help students to reflect, think practically about the 

choices they make and how their life can impact the world.

 

            “Inspired me to care more about the inside.”
Student comment 

 

The band is constantly invited by High Schools and Area Schools 

across South Australia to bring an inspiring message which 

connects with young people today.  During each show band 

members share personal stories and experiences of what has 

helped them in their life journey. Over the last 20 years the line 

up has continued to change, giving young Christian musicians 

the opportunity to bring their style, sound and look to the 

presentations. 

To celebrate 20 years of Sacred Stone, you are invited to a 

fundraising concert to be held on Saturday 28th October. Tickets 

are only $20 - go to www.smg.asn.au/sacred-stone-20-years for 

more details and to purchase tickets.

SMG is on social media
Did you know that SMG is on Facebook, 

Twitter, LinkedIn and Instagram? Follow or 

like us and keep up with the latest news and 

reviews.

ANNIVERSARY CONCERT 28 OCTOBER

#YOUandMe

seeking harmony, celebrating diversity

CHRISTMAS SEMINAR SEASON LAUNCHES NOV 13 2017

#youandme is an exploration into diversity, inclusion, 

and practical examples of embracing people who are 

different to us. 

Through a creative retelling of the Christmas story, the 

Life Matters team describe the moment Jesus was born 

as a great example of how people from many different 

backgrounds were included in his story, a trend that 

continued all the way through Jesus’ life.

Book today - seminars@smg.asn.au


