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Helping a young generation discover purpose, value and hope

SCHOOLS MINISTRY GROUP - celebrating 25 years in 2016

Few could have imagined that when Sam Thomson 

put his hand up and commenced the job as a School 

Chaplain in 1990, he would have had the impact he 

has had in the Blackwood High School Community 

over a quarter of a century. 

Marion Coady is the current Blackwood High School 

Principal and says that Sam is not only the longest 

serving Chaplain in a South Australian Government 

School, he is also the longest serving member at 

Blackwood High School!  Principals, teachers, support 

staff and students have all come and gone but Sam 

still remains, serving new generations of the school 

community. Marion thanked Sam for his tireless 

support over the years on behalf of the school.

We asked Sam to share with us why he is committed 

and passionate about serving the Blackwood High 

School community.

SMG: Why did you become a Chaplain 25 years ago?

ST: “I was on a combined church committee, as a 

local youth leader, looking to appoint a chaplain to 

Blackwood High. I was enthusiastic about the role, 

25 Years and still going strong

believed strongly in the idea and started to get the 

sense that I’d like to do it, so I applied.”

SMG: How have you been able to be a Chaplain for

so long?

ST: “The chaplaincy role and my youth pastor job at 

Blackwood Hills Baptist Church dovetail beautifully. I 

believe that my work serving the local community is 

God’s call on my life and there’s nothing I’d rather do.”

SMG: What impact have you seen in the community 

because of this role?

ST:  “The role brings a sense of balance to the 

community. As an International Baccalaureate school 

it is a good to have someone whose role reaches in to 

the realm of spirituality.

 Over the years many young people have received 

guidance and encouragement, and staff and families 

have been supported as well.”
continued on page 2...

SAM THOMSON: BLACKWOOD HIGH SCHOOL CHAPLAIN

l to r: Sam Thomson; Sotirios, Sarah, Jack, Madi, Issie, Mariah, Sam, Damien, Jai, Jack and Lewis

I think a significant segment of our community 

is comforted by the knowledge there is a 

chaplain available to them and their family.



FROM THE DIRECTOR’S DESK
Angela Jolly, Executive Director

At Christmas we celebrate 

the birth of Jesus and the 

beginning of his journey 

and how he impacted 

the lives of so many. It 

is important for us as 

Christians to remember how and why the 

story began.

In 2016 we are going to be looking back 

in time and celebrating the birth of SMG – 

25 years ago the then Heads of Christian 

Churches came together to create an 

organisation that would coordinate 

Christian ministry in our state schools. 

SMG continues to flourish and grow due to 

the partnership and support of so many over 

the 25 years. The SA Education department 

values the contribution that SMG in 

partnership with the Christian community 

offer school communities across SA. 

25 years is worthy of recognition and we 

plan to hold a couple of key events to 

celebrate -  A Celebration/Thanksgiving  

service to commence the year and a 

Reunion event in July. I would like to invite  

you to our 25 Year Celebration Service, 7pm 

Monday 8th February 2015.

...continued from page 1

SMG: What value has the support of the local church 

community and SMG been?

ST: “The local church community have always been behind 

the role in a united and enthusiastic manner. I have definitely 

felt looked after!  SMG have been amazing. I have received 

support from the right people at the right time over the years. 

I have been able to get on with the work of supporting others 

without being bogged down with administrative tasks. As we’ve 

become more and more digital, SMG staff have been so helpful 

and forgiving of me – I really appreciate it.

Sam’s story is an example of how school chaplaincy has had a 

significant positive impact on a whole community over 25 years. 

Relationships are built over time, with support available at those 

times in each person’s life when it is needed. Your continued 

prayer and financial support of School Chaplaincy is vital to 

provide the balance, comfort, guidance and encouragement 

just like Sam has provided in his community.

25 Years and still going strong

Above: Sam accepting his Recognition of Service presented by Rev. Dr. Lynn 
Arnold AO at the 2015 SMG Conference in July

Zane Gibson, Chaplain at 

Pasadena High and Elise 

Pfennig, Chaplain at Sheidow 

Park and Happy Valley 

Primary Schools, recently 

tied the knot on a hilltop at 

Wirraway campsite near 

Strathalbyn. Congratulations 

and may your marriage go 

from strength to strength!

Congratulations
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Above: Angela and Katerina Eleutheriou Director, 
Community Planning Service Development, Statewide 
Services and Child Development Division DECD



SCHOOLS MINISTRY GROUP - celebrating 25 years in 2016

Chaplaincy In Brief

Schools are saying..

KANGARILLA

PRIMARY SCHOOL

CHAPLAIN: KATHY ZILM

 Having Kathy as a 

support person since 

the start of our time 

has made the world of difference to 

how our child has felt supported and 

understood

Primary Parent

  Mark has an amazing 

capacity to connect 

with students, parents and staff 

and in doing so builds and cements 

important relationships/partnerships 

that makes a difference for kids

C Cafasso, Principal

LAKE WINDEMERE

B-7 SCHOOL

CHAPLAIN: MARK 

UNDERWOOD

285 PCWs

332 schools
across the state

13 places
current vacancies

PORT AUGUSTA

Relationships can be hard, 

particularly when we have 

all kinds of emotions swirling 

around in us. Kind people 

do unkind things, even by 

accident. We all make mistakes.

Children need opportunities 

in low-risk environments to find 

new ways forward together. 

They need language that 

makes sense about what’s 

going on for them as well as 

tools that help them get along 

as best as they can.

Five early years classrooms in Port 

Augusta across three different schools have commenced a new 

Wellbeing Classroom program through an exciting partnership 

between SMG and Port Augusta Communities for Children

They have been putting into practice what they have learned in 

the classroom ‘talk nicely please’; 

‘please give it back’; ‘I can do this, 

I can be brave’. The children are 

having fun and they feel safe.

Your gift to this initiative will continue 

to provide life changing tools and resources for each child that 

builds life and social skills as well as resilience.

WHYALLA

When people work together we see change. SMG is taking 

the lead in facilitating a ‘Collective Impact’ conversation with 

multiple stakeholders in the Whyalla Stuart community.

Collective Impact is a framework to tackle deeply entrenched 

and complex social problems. The group have commenced 

working together with a common goal to provide opportunities 

and see potential realised in the region.

Partnership in the Iron Triangle

Above: Nessa doing some Huggtopus 
craft with Rhanee Tsetsakos,
Port Augusta Community Wellbeing 
Coordinator

Listening to children 

talking and interacting 

in the yard has seen an 

exciting change.

Above: SMG and DECD Staff with the local Church Community at Whyalla Stuart

HELP
WANTED



education services

Visit www.smg.asn.au or complete the donation 

slip provided and return in the reply paid envelope.

Donations of $2.00 or more to Christian Education

or Community Services are tax deductible.

Support SMG Now

SMG: 12 Angus Ave, Edwardstown SA 5039  08 8378 6800    mail@smg.asn.au  smg.asn.au

Matt Baird - In Memory
On September 25, 2015 

Matt Baird passed away 

peacefully at home 

surrounded by his family. 

Matt was the Youth 

Pastor at Mount Barker 

Baptist Church and the 

Chaplain at Mount Barker 

High School from 1999 

until 2013. The school 

observed a minute silence 

to honour Matt at the end 

of term assembly and a memorial service was held 

at the school on October 17th with more than 900 

members of the Mount Barker and wider community in 

attendance.

Matt will be greatly missed by his wife Felicity and his 

three children Naomi, Emma and Lucy.

Schools Ministry Group would like to acknowledge the 

enormous contribution Matt made to chaplaincy in 

South Australia.

Thank you Matt, for your love and service to your 

community.

Life Matters have been on the road presenting the 

Christmas Seminar - THE WAIT IS OVER! to 25 schools 

across SA. 

The wait for Christmas Day is part of the celebration - 

we watch the Pageant, count down with our Advent 

Calendars and put up the tree. We wait. We wonder. 

The waiting grows our sense of anticipation and joy, 

and builds the excitement of what is to come.

The Christmas Seminar received a wonderful 

response from students and teachers alike. The 

presenters were engaging and the message 

relatable. Afterward, students were interested in 

finding out more about the Christmas story. I can’t 

wait to have SMG back next year!

Emily Dummin, Chaplain Warradale Primary

you Are Invited
SMG 25 YEAR CELEBRATION SERVICE

7pm Monday 8th February

St Peter’s Cathedral, North Adelaide

RSVP via www.smg.asn.au

or call the SMG office on 08 83786800

GO GREEN
If you would like to receive our Newsletter by 

email or to unsubscribe please contact SMG.

Advance Notice
HOW DO I BECOME A SCHOOL CHAPLAIN?

Chaplaincy Information Session

7:30 pm Wednesday 2nd March

SMG Head Office

Above: Matt Crook, Education Services Manager and Hannah Kellow, 
Seminar Presenter engage students with story, games, music and 
media at Warradale Primary School 


