
HISTORY
In 1978 the youth directors of the various 
denominations and interdenominational 
groups came together to invite John Smith 
to do seminars on behalf of Tea Tree Gully 
and Campbelltown Minister’s Fraternals, in 
some 10 public high schools and 4 church 
schools (We called our group the United 
Christian Forum)

Seminars commenced in response to serious 
issues of the time including unemployment, 
drug and alcohol dependency,high suicide 
and marriage breakdown rates, divisions in 
society, barriers within families...

GOD CARES 
John Smith says that within all the 
problems there are few moral or spiritual 
options being offered.

John believes that there are solutions.
While political and social action 
is a necessity, he believes the 
underlying lack of meaning to 
life itself is leading Australia 
to fragmented and ad hoc 
responses to grave crisis.

In 1981 it was decided to plan 
a term of seminars rather than 
bringing John across from 
Melbourne for 5 days at a time. 
Term 1 1982 saw over 200 involved 
and 96% of schools approached 
agreed to having seminars run.
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SCHOOLS MINISTRY GROUP - celebrating 25 years in 2016

Schools Ministry Group is 
celebrating 25 years of service 
to school communities however 
our history and origins go back 
to the 1970’s.

Key contributors included Paul Wightman, Geoff Boyce, Fuzz Kitto, Rob Timbs 
and Glynn Nicholas.

The SMG Journey
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In 1978 the churches in South Australia banded together 
as the United Christian Forum, combining their resources 
and expertise to take half day Christian seminars to South 
Australian high schools. The UCF was not a group separate 
from the churches, it was actually the combined Christian 
community working together under one banner. At the time, 
having various denominations talking and working together was unheard of; 
but this involvement by the local churches remains the cornerstone of SMG’s 
approach today. Geoff Boyce was appointed as the first coordinator 1981-86 
followed by Paul Turley 1987-94. In the first 10 years UCF conducted over 700 
Seminars, visiting 144 of 150 High and Area schools presenting to 85,000 
students.

UNITED CHRISTIAN FORUM - the churches working together in secondary schools

“Using Music, drama, videos and most 
especially our own stories UCF teams have 
the privilege of encouraging students to 
question many of the assumptions that 
they have about life and to offer them 

another option. The belief that we have: 
they are not just an accident of nature 
but have been created for a purpose and 

are of infinite importance to God.”

By September 1987, Chaplains were appointed to Pt. Lincoln, Fremont and 
Elizabeth High Schools, the number doubled within 12 months. In 1991 there 
were 23 High School Chaplains, more than doubling again to 48 in 1992. 
(Information taken from various DECD, UFC and SMG historical documents)

BEGINNINGS - Heads of Christian Churches SA Chaplaincy Planning Committee

“Secondary school principals, 
in consultation with school 

councils, have been given the 
responsibility, by the Minister of 
Education, to make arrangements 
for chaplaincy services within 

schools requesting this service. 
These principals will make these 
provisions in cooperation with 
religious leaders within the 

community. ”
(Education Dept. Gazette Vol 14 No 
25 Week ending 19 September 1986.) above: Charles Gauci - the first South Australian 

High School Chaplain at Fremont High School

Chaplaincy had been well established in other states of Australia prior 
to it’s commencement in SA in the mid 1980’s. Chaplains were intended to 
contribute to the development of better schools and better school-community 
relations. 


